CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS IN COUNTRY

LITHUANIA
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Vilnius

We come from a town
called Vilnius i the
capital of Lithuania

i)

This is 3 d class. We are 23 students and we are 10

years old.



These little reindeers will guide you through our
presentation




We eat on Christmas Eve. There must be
twelve different dishes on the table. Mother and | cover
the white tablecloth. We put some hay under it. While
seated at the table everyone pulls a stem of hay. If the
short stem is pulled that means the shorter life, while the
long means long life. That is the Christmas Eve tradition in
our family. We also buy wafers from the church. We put
them on the table then one person holds one and others
break off a piece of it. We put an emtp(tjy plate on the table
on Christmas Eve, because spirits of dead people come to
partake. This is our Christmas Eve!
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Christmas Eve in our family

Every Christmas Eve we celebrate at my grandmother
house. |, my sister, mum and dad usually come first. Then
my aunt, uncle and cousins arrive. When everyone is there

we sit around the table and pray. After the pray we taste
twelve different dishes served on the table. After the suppel
we present each other with the gifts. When the gifts are
given and enjoyed we have a little conversation and then gc
home. This is how we spend every Christmas Eve.
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There are many different feasts in a year, but
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year | like the most.

So, first 16l tell about Chri
special for us because we celebr
is usually calm evening. We have following dishes on the table:lkkai
(Christmas Eve Biscuits) with poppy seed milk, herring, mushrooms, an
etc.

Now | etds talk about Chri st mascs
so everyone tries to fell asleep as fast as they can after Christmas Eve
supper. On Christmas Morning under the Christmas tree everyone finds
what they wish the most. We decorate Christmas tree on Christmas Eve
and undress it on the Day of Three Kings.

On the New Yeards Day comes WEe
the fireworks. We shoot them sometimes also. Our family enjoy these
feasts very much!
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Christmas Eve in my fa
except some details. There is its scenario.

We have Christmas Eve supper at home or at the closes
familg peoples place. There have to be twelve dishes on the
table. We say pra at the b
C a kdewafers. After dinner we go to sleep. Traditionally, |
always ask my parents to let me sleep next to the Christmas
tree in order to meet Christmas Father bringing presents.
But my parents always reject my wish.

| listed all Christmas traditions in my family, so | think
youdve pictured t speci a
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| wake up in the morning and my n
day. I o6m very glad as | wait fo
traditions in our family. First, we sit around served table then my
grandmother brings k |ukai (Christmas Eve Biscuits) with poppy

seed milk. | like them very much. After eatinglk lukai with poppy

seed milk we start tasting the food. | know, that there should be

twelve dishes on the Christmas table, but usually there are much

more dishes on our table. After dinner we wait for the Christmas

Father. He usually leaves his bag with gifts behind the door. We carry

it inside and share the gifts. EvV
always very funny to unpack the gifts and enjoy them.

That is our Christmas Evening.
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| wait for the Christmas Eve v
All family. Jesus Child was born on the 24th of December, so we celebrate this
day as Christmas Eve.

Preparation for Christmas starts in advance. | and my mum prepare the list
of works necessary to be done till tF
should be at least twelve dishes on the table. Before Christmas all house smells
vanilla and cinnamon. My mother cooks cranberry pudding and dried fruit
compote. Wafers are necessary Christmas Eve attribute. My mother buys them
in the church. We bake k lukai (Christmas Eve Biscuits), cFIeS stuffed with the
mushrooms, cabbage and poppy seeds. We traditionally do the porridge of
OBead rlolbeoboats | help my mother in the kitchen to prepare simple dishes
from fish and herring. On Christmas Eve my mother clean the house, | make my
bedi,(arrznge toys. Then we decorate the Christmas tree. This is my favourite
work to do.

In the evening, when all the works have been done all family members
bathe and don clean clothes before evening meal. Afterwards we spread the
table.

A handful of fine hay is spread and pure white tablecloth is covered. Then
all pray. Mother takes a wafer and breaks it to others. Then we have a supper.
terwards weodoll divine, drip the waxX
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| always eagerly wait for the Christmas Eve, because that night Christmas
Father visits every home and leaves gifts for everyone. -
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1\ Saint Christmas

Our family get up early on Christmas Day. We uncover
the table after Christmas Eve supper. Hay, which was under
the tablecloth, is fed to the animals. Then we go to the
church and wish each other happiness, joy ness and health
after Christmas services. We gather around Christmas Day
table, eat breakfast and wait for the Christmas father. After
all the gifts were shared we enjoy them by singing, dancing
and telling poems around Christmas tree. If there is a lot of
snow we go outside to make a snowman. . Christmas is my

favourite festlval In a year!
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Christmas Eve traditions

When there is a deep winter in Lithuania there comes Christmas &tge most
awaited feast in a year! 1tds a very
family. It is the supper for the family. People try to finish all the works before this
time of the year. The hay is spread on the table. This is a reminder that Jesus was
born in a stable and laid in a manger on hay. This hay is fed to the animals in the
morning. All family members brake of
t welve dishes on the table as Jesus
them all. 1 tds believed that Christm
forecasts are done: pulling the stem of hay, watching stars, listening for the dogs
to bark from and etc. itds a tradit:.i
the spirits to come and join us. Late evening Shepherd services are held the end ¢
witch means the beginning of Christmas Day morning. Our family try to keep
these traditions.
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